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Near Northwest District: prosperity forged through partnerships

Editar’s note. Today, the Near Northwest Monagement
District 5 Rov Millmore begin the first of his monthily columins
written especially for readers of The Leader. His columny
that update residents on NNWMD happenings aad other
news will appear tn the first issue af every month.

By Roy A. Millmore

s the executive director for the Near Northwest

Management District for the past two years, | have

wen significant changes for the better in the near
northwest area. Almosi all of these can be attributed to part-
nerships between government, law enforcement, business
and residents.

One of the most exciting changes in the area is the sig-
nificant decrease in erime. The combined efforts of Harris
Count Precinct One Constables Office, Houston Police De-
partment and commumity imitiatives have brought
about & 20 percent drop in crime. When [ first began
working in the area, there were many streets that simply
weren't safe 1o walk ot might and graffiti was everywhre.
Now, residents report that they often feel safe outside their
homes in the evening and there has been a reduction in
calls for service from law enforcement, Also, as | drive the
dreq, | see very little graffiti and instances of gang mggirg
are rare,

The district has worked hard to facilitate these changes
in our area by contracting seven Harris County Precinct
One Constables 1o patrol the 16 square miles inside District
boundaries. We also provide graffiti abatement services,
availnhle through partnerships with the Greater East End
Management District and Intemnational Paint who gener-
ously donated 1,000 gallons of paint, so that any business
in the District can simply report instances of graffiti and
we will send a graffiti abatement team to paint over it at no
charge to the business,

This is a great siant in developing the area into a better
plage to five and do business. We are proud that our efforts
have brought us this far, but we have more to do.

Plans for the Future
Now that we have made significant strides in reducing
erime, it 14 time to move forward with other initiatives to
pramote economic growth of the area including marketing
and image campaigns to attmet new business to the nrea

as well as putting in place increased member communica-
tions and small business development services. Of course
we can only do so much on our own and will be iooking to
partner with local property und business owner te make this
happen

Anather example of partnerships ol work in our area,
are the multiple efforts to improve the area at Antoine and
DeSoto. Area apariment owners, businesses and home
owners assoctations have come together to form Super-
Block One, a coalition to identify issues and find joint solu-
tions to improve the area and make it a desirable place 10
live. One such initiative is the effort to encourage the city
to demolish Candlelight Trails Condominiums. This vacant
building is in ruin and is a prime location for illicit activity
as well as an attractive hazard, with numerous broken win-
dows and broken down stair banisters were young peoplé
who live in the area like 1o play. The lined
heyand the point of rehabilitation and should be removed
to make way for new buildings and that will
enhance the area. SuperBlock members have joined forces
with the Greater Inwood Partnership 1o conduct a letter
writing campaign to our Mayor and City Council Mcmbers
o demolish Candlelight Trails for the well-being of not
only local residents and businesses but for the betterment of
the entire city and we area residents and property
awners o join in that effort. More information is available
at www.neamorthwestdistrict.com.

While you are there, we would ask ares property owners
to go to also review our | 5-Year Service Plan and then
download, sign and send us a Petition for Service so that
wee can continue 10 serve this area,

Near Northwest Management District

While on our Web site, www.nearnorthwestdistrict.com, |
hope you will take a moment 1o learn more about us. Brief-
Iy, the Near Northwest Management District was created by
the Texas Legislature to promote and coordinate economic
growth for businesses and improve the quality of life for
everyone in Northwest Houston. The District, which cov-
ers an ared bounded by T.C. Jester Boulevard on the cast,
Pinemont Drive on the south, Hollister Drive projected 1o
State Highway 249 on the west and 249 on the north. The
Diistrict i currently operating under a five-year service plan
pddress issues impartant 1o commercial property owners
in the aren including security and public satety, planning,

urban design and development and marketing for the arca.
Funding for the District comes from a commercinl
property assessment of |1 cems for each 100 of valua-
tion. Unlike ather assessments, ull money raised within the
[istrict stays in the District and our staff works diligently
to partner with community members and othier orgumiza-
tions o provide the greatest possible value (o the commu-
nity by returming these assessments 1o ares propery owners
in the form of higher property values, improved public
safety, higher occupancy rates, greater mobility and better

aesthetics.

Ray A. Millmore can be reached ar 713-895-802] ar
roy{ainearnorthwesidistrict com.

LSC-North Harris to host
Hurricane Basketball Camp

Lone Star College-North
Harris will host its annual
Summier Hurricane Basket-
ball Camp for boys and girls
ages 7o 14, from 9 am. o4
pam. Monday through Friday
during the week of July 7
through 11.

Area college and high
school coaches will direct
the caimp, which is & well-
rounded program focusing
on fmdamentals and skill
devel

Campers will participate in
station work, attend lectures,
play full-court games and
compele lor swards,

Cost of the camp is $150
($120 for returning play-
ers) and includes suyperb
instruction, lunchand s camp
T-shirt.

To register or for more
camp information, contact
Shirley Enmis, LSC-North

Harris' department of rec-
reational sports director
ai 281-618-5659 or e-mail
shirley.ennis@lonestar.
edu.

Lone Star College-North
Harris is located at 2700 W.W,
Thome Drive, one-half mile
south of FM 1960 East.

Washington High
class of ’58 hosts
50-year reunion

The Booker T. Washington
High School class of 1958 is
celebrating its Golden An-
miversary this year

Class members will cel-
ebrate their S0-year reunion
Saturday, Aug. 16, at the
Sheraton Brookhollow Hotel,
3000 N. Loop West.

Call 713-738-1396 for
nformation.



